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poetry scene whatsoever," Stroud said. "He developed the reading series at Cabrillo and in various
restaurants and bookstores, bringing such poets as Vasko Popa, Michael McClure and Al Young, among
many others."

. ; He began publishing in the 1960s and achieved a wide readership with his volume "The Santa Cruz
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as poet in residence at universities across the country.

In his later years, he wrote poetry, translated work from the Serbian poet Vasko Popa, and composed a
libretto for an opera. He also helped edit a history of the Croatians in the Pajaro Valley written by his wife,
Donna Mekis, and his sister-in-law Kathryn Mekis Miller.

"Mort was a giant, loving intellect where you could have rich, very in-depth discussions about almost any
subject," said longtime friend George Ow Jr. "If you wanted to discuss any movie subject, Chinese poetry
over the last 3,000 years, Greek and Roman mythology, hiking paths of Greece and Crete, best places to
stay in Prague or Croatia, the history of Cabrillo College, New York City baseball, the San Francisco
49ers or anything else, you would have a good time and learn a lot."

Mark Ong said Marcus, both as a teacher and a friend, demanded excellence but recognized the difficulty
in achieving it.

"He was a person of integrity and great dignity and lived what he espoused," Ong said. "His was a life of
inquiry, a life of rigor, a life devoted to excellence."

"He was a man of incredible energy," Stroud said. "He had enormous passions and he pursued them with
zeal. He lived the life of the mind, and he lived the life of the heart as well."
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MORTON MARCUS

BORN: Sept. 10, 1936

DIED: Oct. 28, 2009

HOME: Santa Cruz

OCCUPATION: English Department faculty member
at Cabirillo College for 30 years; published poet and
author; film critic and historian

EDUCATION: Master's degree, Stanford University
SURVIVORS: Wife Donna Mekis; daughters Jana
Marcus and Valerie Marcus Ramshur
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